About the play
Speaking in Tongues consists of three parts which are cleverly connected with each other through both their themes and their characters.
The first part deals with four people -two couples -who attempt to betray their respective partners. While two of them -Pete and Sonja -back down, Leon and Jane really do cheat on their spouses. Soon later Sonja and Jane as well as Pete and Leon meet by accident. Additionally, Jane massively questions her own feelings when she observes how trustful her neighbour Paula remains towards her husband Nick the moment he becomes the prime suspect in a woman's disappearance.
In fact, that night of adulterous encounters and partner exchanges reveals far more about the characters and their feelings towards their spouses than merely a certain instability in their marriages.
In the second part the audience gets to know Valerie, a psychologist who is the very woman who vanished in the first part on a deserted road after her car broke down.
In this part, Nick's, Neil's and Sarah's stories are uncovered: Neil, who already met Leon in a strange encounter in part one, is still in love with Valerie's client Sarah, who left him years ago; Nick meets Valerie when she is desperately trying to get home hitchhiking after her car has broken down; and Valerie's client Sarah is the very woman with whom Valerie's husband, John, is cheating on his wife while she is desperately trying to call him on their landline in order to get help.
John's adulterous behaviour, however, is only discovered in part three, when Leon, who is a police officer, interviews him about Valerie's disappearance. Andrew Bovell himself claims that "Speaking in Tongues is about the right and the wrong of emotional conduct. It is a story about contracts being broken between intimates while deep bonds are forged between strangers." 
About the author

Characters
Pete
Pete is married to Jane and does not cheat on her with Sonja although he is not entirely happy in their marriage. He leaves Sonja in order to save his partnership and returns to Jane offering her to raise a family. Jane Jane betrays Pete with Leon. When she is temporarily left by her husband after her betrayal, one night she observes her neighbour Nick throwing away a woman's shoe.
When a woman is reported missing, she suspects Nick and calls the police. Seeing how trustful Nick's wife remains towards him shows Jane that she does not have that same trust in and love for Pete.
Leon
Leon is a police officer who betrays his wife Sonja with Jane. His infidelity causes him to have a bad conscience. When he meets Pete in a bar by accident, he becomes even more aware of the consequences of his adulterous behaviour.
He also is the police officer in charge of the case of the disappearance of a woman (in part three). While interviewing John, the woman's husband, he keeps judging John for his infidelity.
Sonja
Sonja is married to Leon. She is completely devastated when she finds out about Leon's betrayal. By accident she meets Jane in a bar. 
Valerie
Valerie is Sarah's psychologist. She does not like her client, since she seems to know about Sarah's affair with her husband John. One evening she is driving home on a deserted road when her car breaks down. After leaving several messages on the answering machine at home asking John for help, she gets a lift from Nick. At one stage she becomes scared and panicky and gets out of the car losing her shoe. After that incident she is reported missing.
Nick
Nick is Jane and Pete's neighbour, who himself faces some marriage problems. Thus, he was out drinking and happened to be driving along the deserted road in the middle of that night. Knowing that he unintentionally scared Valerie, he tries to get rid of the shoe she has lost in his car and throws it into a vacant block. He is observed by Jane, who reports him to the police. His wife Paula, however, believes in his innocence.
John
John is Valerie's husband, who is interviewed by Leon upon her disappearance. Only at a late stage does he admit to his affair with Sarah and the lack of love for Valerie.
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Australian theatre
In the 1780s European settlers brought Western theatre traditions to Australia, where theatre was then shaped by local as well as international artistic movements, events and trends.
Early colonial drama consisted mainly of English-style musical theatre, comedies and pantomimes that tried, however, to depict local themes. Some institutions believed that theatre had a bad influence on the inhabitants of a penal colony, since Australia should serve as a place for punishment rather than entertainment. Moreover, theatre-goers were often badly-behaved and authorities struggled with theatre licenses and crime. Others, however, thought that theatre could be a useful form of entertainment. Both views affected the development of Australian theatre. In any case, a few people did set up theatres and present performances which ultimately proved to be very successful. You Oughta Know -Alanis Morissette I want you to know that I'm happy for you I wish nothing but the best for you both An older version of me Is she perverted like me Would she go down on you in a theatre Does she speak eloquently And would she have your baby I'm sure she'd make a really excellent mother Cause the love that you gave that we made wasn't able To make it enough for you to be open wide, no And every time you speak her name Does she know how you told me you'd hold me Until you died, till you died But you're still alive And I'm here to remind you Of the mess you left when you went away It's not fair to deny me Of the cross I bear that you gave to me You, you, you oughta know You seem very well, things look peaceful I'm not quite as well, I thought you should know Did you forget about me Mr. Duplicity I hate to bug you in the middle of dinner It was a slap in the face how quickly I was replaced Are you thinking of me when you fuck her Cause the love that you gave that we made wasn't able To make it enough for you to be open wide, no And every time you speak her name Does she know how you told me you'd hold me Until you died, till you died But you're still alive And I'm here to remind you Of the mess you left when you went away It's not fair to deny me Of the cross I bear that you gave to me You, you, you oughta know Cause the joke that you laid on the bed that was me And I'm not gonna fade As soon as you close your eyes and you know it And every time I scratch my nails down someone else's back I hope you feel it...well can you feel it And I'm here to remind you Of the mess you left when you went away It's not fair to deny me Of the cross I bear that you gave to me You, you, you oughta know © by the vienna theatre project 
Seven Years -Natalie Merchant
How did I love you? there was no measuring far above this dirty world far above everything in your tower over it you were clean so warm and insightful were you in my eyes I was sure the rightful guardian of my life damn you betrayer how you lied but for seven years you were loved I laid golden orchid crowns around your feet for seven years I bowed down to touch the ground so wholly your devotee you were all I could see I've got my sight now I see everything you hid so don't you try to right now all the wrong you did I might forget you but never forgive but for seven years you were loved I laid golden orchid crowns around your feet for seven years I bowed down to touch the ground so wholly your devotee for seven years you were so revered I made offerings of anything and everything I had you were all I could see
Leon:
Well, she started to approach his table and he was half-way between trying to wipe the food from his mouth and standing up to meet her when she walked straight past him. She didn't know who he was. She was the love of his life and she didn't recognize him. He felt so humiliated. He looked around and the woman was kissing a man at another table. Some stranger to him.
Sonja:
Did she say anything to her?
Leon:
No. He got out of there as quick as he could.
Sonja:
What did you say to him?
Leon:
What could I say? I think I said that's a very sad story, but now that he had seen her and seen that she was alive and all right, maybe he could let her go.
He didn't reply though. He just, you know, looked out over the water… The next day I was jogging along the beach and I saw his shoes, his brown brogues.
They were on the sand at the edge of the water.
Sonja:
Where was he?
Leon: I don't know.
He drowned himself?
Leon:
Maybe. There's been no reports of a missing person and there's been no body found. But I haven't seen him again. And I've been going to the beach every morning just to look for him-But he's just vanished. And I just can't get the thought of him out of my head. -) The day Neil sees Sarah in the restaurant he writes a diary entry.
Sonja
-) Years later Leon meets Neil again. They talk for some time. Write down their dialogue.
-) Have you ever liked someone so much that you tried to get in touch with him/her without getting anything back in return?
-) What would you advise Neil if you were to meet him?
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Extract 6
Neil: Why did you write those letters, Sarah?
Sarah:
I don't know.
Neil:
When I re-read them they reminded me of something I had forgotten.
Sarah:
I think I hurt this guy.
Neil:
Your letters reminded me of what it felt like to be loved. And I guess, Sarah, I've held onto that. 
